
REGISTERING AS A PUPIL WITH THE NBCSA 

I, the undersigned, ……………………………….hereby apply to be admitted as pupil 
and to do my pupillage under the auspices of the National Bar Council of South 
Africa (“NBCSA”). 

1) I will personally lodge the required documents with the Provincial office of the 
Legal Practice Council (LPC)  

2) I will also complete the ordinary “member application form” of the NBCSA and pay 
the prescribed fee for pupillage, which fee is R4 000.00 (four thousand rand) which 
will include lecturing fees but exclude travelling and other expenses which I might 
incur.   

3) Practical vocational training requirements that pupils must comply with before they 

can be admitted by the court as legal practitioners 

I will update myself as to what the requirements of the Provincial LPC are and will 

submit copies of all the documents so required with the NBCSA, before applying to 

the Provincial LPC.  

4)  The NBCSA will only provide a training supervisor once the applicant has provided 

copies of the documents required by the Provincial LPC and paid the fee for the 

pupillage course.  

5) Supervision over pupil 

The training supervisor shall, during the whole term of service specified in the practical 

vocational training contract, supervise the training of the pupil to ensure that the pupil 

is instructed in the practice and profession of an advocate. 

6) Restriction on pecuniary interests of pupil 

A pupil shall not have any pecuniary interest in the practice and service of an attorney, 

or in the practice of an advocate, and shall not, without the prior written consent of the 

Council, hold or occupy any office in respect of which he or she receives any form of 

remuneration, directly or indirectly, or engage in any business, where holding that 

office or engaging in that business is likely to interfere with the proper training of the 

pupil. 



7) If a pupil contravenes the provisions of rule 22.2.4.1, the contract concerned shall 

be void ab initio and ineffective unless the court on good cause shown otherwise 

directs.  

8) An applicant who is employed will have to do pupillage for a period of 18 months. 

9) Cession of practical vocational training contract 

The provisions of rule 22.1.6 relating to the cession of practical vocational training 

contracts of candidate attorneys, with the necessary changes required by the context, 

apply in respect of the cession of practical vocational training contracts of pupils. 

10)Termination of practical vocational training contract 

The provisions of rule 22.1.7 relating to the termination of practical vocational training 

contracts of candidate attorneys, with the necessary changes required by the context, 

apply in respect of the termination of practical vocational training contracts of pupils. 

12) Irregular service under practical vocational training contract 

The provisions of rule 22.1.9 in relating to irregular service under practical vocational 

training contracts of candidate attorneys, with the necessary changes required by the 

context, apply in respect of irregular service under practical vocational training 

contracts of pupils. 

13) Cancellation or suspension or abandonment of practical vocational training 
contract 

The provisions of rule 22.1.10 relating to the cancellation or suspension or 

abandonment of practical vocational training contracts of candidate attorneys, with the 

necessary changes required by the context, apply in respect of the cancellation or 

abandonment of practical vocational training contracts of pupils. 

14) A practical vocational training contract shall be substantially in the form set out in 

Schedule 3 of the rules.  

 



_________________________ 

Signed by Applicant 

 


